
Language is fundamental to
thinking and learning. Our
aim as teachers is to give

children control over their use of
language for writing. The more we
ourselves know about it, the better
equipped we are to:

� draw attention to how writers
use language to influence us as
readers

� demonstrate how pupils can use
language to create the effects
they want in writing.

Teaching grammar today is far
from the old-fashioned Ônaming of
partsÕ. ItÕs about how we put words
together to make meaning Ð to
explore and express our ideas.
Grammatical terminology provides
a shared vocabulary with which to
talk with pupils about the language
we use.

One important aspect of
grammatical awareness is an

Punctuation is all about awareness of

grammatical chunks. To split up text

into sentences, indicating clearly where

each major chunk of meaning begins

and ends, we use capital letters and

full stops. Within the sentence, we

use a variety of punctuation marks to

show breaks between phrases,
clauses and, sometimes, words.

from WORD
to SENTENCE

This flier summarises the grammatical content of Session 1 of the National Literacy Strategy course Grammar for writing. There is
more information on grammatical terminology in the updated NLS Glossary (http://www.standards.dfee.gov.uk/literacy/glossary).

Grammar and punctuation
Punctuation shows the reader how the information
in a text is Ôchunked upÕ to make sense. Those
chunks will be words, phrases, clauses and
sentences. If we can develop a feeling for
grammar in our pupils, we develop their ability to
express meaning clearly and coherently.

‘Grammar is the study of
how we make sentences.’

David Crystal
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Grammar1

understanding of word classes Ð
the various jobs words can do in a
sentence. These are explained on
pages 2Ð3.

But words donÕt work in isolation.
We put them together to create
phrases , clauses and complex
sentences (see page 4).



WORD C
G R A M M A R

The same word may be used in different ways in differen
doing in a particular sentence.
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verb

barked

adverb

slowly

then

away

noun I cut a roundof bread.
verb The cars round the bend at

an incredible speed.

A verb is a word that expresses an action, a
happening, a process or a state.

An adjective gives more information about a noun. It can
stand before the noun (the big dog) or it can be linked to
it by a verb, eg be (The dog is big.).

Adverbs provide background detail to the
action. They can answer questions like How?
Where? and When?
They are also very mobile words, which can be
used in a variety of positions in a sentence.

Determiners include many of the most
frequent English words, eg the, a, my, this.
They are used with nouns and they limit (ie
determine) the reference of the noun in some
way. You will usually find a determiner at the
beginning of a noun phrase, eg the big dog.

determiner

the

a

adjective

big



CLASSES
R  F L I E R  1

A noun is a word which denotes
somebody or something.

A preposition is a word like at, over, by and with. It
is usually followed by a noun phrase.
These phrases can be used adjectivally to give more
information about a noun, eg the big dog in the
garden .
They can also be used adverbially, to answer
questions such as How? When? or Where?, eg The
big dog was barking in the garden .

nt contexts. The classification depends upon the job itÕs
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preposition

with

at

in

conjunction

and

when

because

adjective The Millennium Dome is round.
adverb She looked round. (Where?)
preposition She looked round the corner.

noun

dog

Rover

pronoun

it

which

Pronouns replace a noun or noun phrase
and enable us to avoid repetition.

Conjunctions are words used to link clauses
within a sentence. There are two kinds:

� coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or).
These join two main clauses to make a
compound sentence (see Flier 2). They can
also join words or phrases

� subordinating conjunctions (eg when, while,
before, after, since, until, if, because,
although). These go at the beginning of a
subordinate clause in a complex sentence
(see page 4).




