Discrete teaching Phase 1: example of
planning and resourcing — developing
speaking, listening and phonological
awareness

Main purpose: Through speaking and listening activities, children will develop their
language structures and increase their vocabulary. In developing their phonological
awareness, children will improve their abilities to distinguish between sounds and to
speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control. They become familiar with rhyme,
rhythm and alliteration.

Outcome: Children explore and experiment with sounds and words. They listen
attentively. They show a growing awareness and appreciation of rhyme, rhythm and
alliteration. They speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control. They distinguish
between different sounds in words and develop awareness of the differences between
phonemes.

Typical duration: This phase reflects the developmental stages for Communication,
Language and Literacy in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). It paves the way
for a programme of systematic phonic work to begin. This starts when grapheme—
phoneme (letter—sound) correspondences are introduced at Phase 2.

Practitioners and teachers should use this exemplar in conjunction with the progression
and pace document and Strand 5 objectives (which include the relevant Early Learning
Goals for the Foundation Stage objectives).

What we want children to learn (‘Development matters’ in the EYFS)

This example supports Phase 1 in Progression and pace in the teaching of phonics.
Teaching in this phase should focus on developing speaking and listening and
phonological awareness more widely, in order to pave the way to begin a programme of
systematic phonic work from Phase 2. The suggested activities mainly support children’s
development in Communication, Language and Literacy, and in addition, support other
key aspects of learning set out under ‘Development matters’ in the EYFS as outlined
below.

Communication, Language and Literacy
« Linking sounds and letters: show awareness of rhyme and alliteration.

« Language for communication: listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and
poems and respond to stories, songs and other music, rhymes and poems and make
up their own stories, songs, rhymes and poems.
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Other aspects of learning

« Making relationships: work as part of a group or class, taking turns and sharing

fairly.

« ICT: find out about and identify the uses of everyday technology and use ICT to

support learning.

« Developing imagination and imaginative play: use imagination in art and design,
music, dance, imaginative play and role-play and stories.

Context

Throughout this phase, practitioners should:

« share, recite and encourage joining in with rhymes, action songs and games

« encourage repetition, rhythm and rhyme by using tone and intonation

« use rhymes from a variety of cultures, including those shared by parents from home

« develop children’s repertoire of familiar and traditional rhymes.

Outline of activity — effective practice

Key components of phonic knowledge and skills for this phase are in bold.

Adult-led

Share, recite and encourage joining in with rhymes,
action songs and games. For example, as the
children come to join the circle for group time, say
the rhyme ‘Il know a name which rhymes with hen,
he’s sitting in the group and his name is...” and
encourage the children to provide the name (e.g.
Ben).

For children whose names do not lend themselves
to rhyme say, for example ‘I know a girl whose
name | can sing, Jodie’s coming next and she’s in
the ring’.

Encourage repetition, rhythm and rhyme by using
tone and intonation. Use rhymes from a variety of
cultures, including those shared by parents from
home. Increase children’s repertoire of familiar and
traditional rhymes.

Use small group time to include different children’s
names in the rhymes e.g. ‘Diddle diddle, dumpling
my son Sam, went to look for a jar of jam’ etc.

Make up new words to rhymes and wait for children
to supply the last rhyming word, for example

Opportunities for children to explore and apply

As children self-register, provide names and
photographs of children which can be sorted by
initial sound. Children are encouraged to take turns
to check when everyone beginning with,for example
‘s’ has arrived.

Develop the role-play area into a ‘sound shop’ and
provide baskets for packets of food which all begin
with the same sound, for example peas, potatoes,
peaches.

Join the children in the shop and encourage them to
think about alliterative words which describe their
purchases, for example ‘crunchy crisps’, or ‘tinned
tuna’.

Provide equipment and materials for children to
make their own books by photographing objects in
the indoors and outdoors which all begin with the
same sound.

Extend the activity above by encouraging children to
take photographs of each other doing an activity
which is alliterative to their name, for example
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‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty
threw a ...ball’

Play ‘My mother went to market and bought...” She
has to buy things that begin with the same letter.
Invite the children to suggest items, and use props
such as ‘a sock’, ‘a sausage’, ‘a sandwich’.

Bring in a carrier bag from a local supermarket and
unpack it in front of the children.

Take each item out in turn, taking care to
emphasise the initial sound. When you have done
this, re-pack your bag, repeating what you have
just said, for example baked beans, two tomatoes,
dark dates, juicy juice, lovely lollies, purple plums,
nice nuts, orange oranges, smooth smoothies.

Jermain jumping, David dancing.

Encourage the children to use a microphone and
tape recorder to record their own rhymes.

Look, listen and note (from the EYFS)

o Listen to the rhymes and alliterative games that children enjoy, recite and create in

words and music.

¢ Observe and note whether children enjoy listening to and using spoken language,

and readily turn to it in their play.

e Observe and note whether children sustain attentive listening and respond to what
they have heard by relevant comments, questions or actions.
e Observe and note children’s awareness of rhyme and alliteration.
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